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I have your lgties auk for my Opi.aion as to

whethor a hospital fay refude\a corones's zequast that Xerays
and other taats" e \ that_ request comes directly
£rom the f jgrs 2 _-;-_ st theé coronar's pbyuieian. You also

té.hévise in mlat.ion to moneza" (xn. Rev. st.at.
1977, ch. 31, par 1 et seq.) Under section 10 of the Act
(x1l. Rev. Stat. 1977, ch. 31, pa: 10) every coroner is
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required, under certain circumstances, to make a preliminary
investigation into the circumstances of death, The section
provides that:
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(e) ¢ » & Coroners in their discretion
shall notify such physician as is designated
in accordance with Section 10.1 to attempt
to ascertain the cause of death, eithexr by
autopsy or otherwise.
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Sect.ion 10.1 of the act (Ill. Rev. Stat. 1977, ch. 31, par.
10. 1) prwi.des:

"aAny medical examination or autopsy
conﬂucbed pursuant to this Act shall be performed
hysician duly licensed to practice medicine
'i.n al. of its branches, and wherever possible :
by one having special training in patholoay.
In Clags I counties, such medical examinations
or autopsies shall be performed by physicians
appointed or designated by the coroner, and in
Class II counties physicians appointed or
designated by the director of the Department of
public Health, upon the recommendation of the
advisory board on necropsy service to coroners,
after the board shall have cmultad with the
elaeted coroner, ® & & © -

mzwtdoesmtgiveﬂwcomarthepwerm
conduct medical examinations. All medical examinations
must be conducted by the physician designated under section 10.1.
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when the coroner wants a medical examination performed, he
must notify the designated physician who must then perform
_the necessary medical procedures.

 Since a coroner does not have the authority to order
medical examinations from anyone other than the physician
| deéignatad under section 10.1, it is my opinion that any
such order to a physician who is not so destqnated would
be :Ln excess of his authority. A hospital, therefore, may
remae such an order.,

o You have also expressed a concern about your
coronexr‘s practice of transporting the body to the physician
designated in section 10,1 for the purpose of perfominq an
autopsy. Under section 10.2 of the Act (211. Rev. Stat.
1977, ch. 31, par. lb.z) it is the duty and responsibility
of the coroner, under certain eircumstances, to cause an
autopsy to be performed, Grants of power to otﬁic:’l.&:&s are
taken to include the power to carry out the duties Mposed
by the statute. (Will County v. Woodhil) Enterprises, inc.
(1971), 4 11l. App. 34 68.) Therefore, the duty to c;nse
an autopsy to be performed wust carry with it a concomitant
power to cause the body to be moved to a place where the
autopsy may be performed. | |
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o - znm.aemismtaumrimdbymwto
ordez ¥-rays or any other medical procedure ﬁzm anyone
_othez than the physician dasignated in mt&mx 10.1. .
hospital may refuse such en order. The duty to cause an
_autopay to be pufomed. m&es wuh u a mitant
Power to cause the body to be moved to a place where the
autopsy may be perforned. S
o | " Very truly yours,

ATTORNEY GENERAL




