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SUBJECT MATTER OPINION NUMBER (YEAR)

ADJUDICATORY RECORDS:

Records Relating to a Public Body’s Internal
Investigation into an Employee’s CONAUCL............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 13-011 (2013)

Disclosure of Invoices for Legal SErvViCES ..........cocuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 14-002 (2014)

Disclosure of Information in Village President's Resignation Letter
Does Not Relate to the Adjudication of an Employee Grievance.............c.cccceevivieennnns 18-001 (2018)

Disclosure of Video Footage That Predates and Exists Independently of Any Adjudication......24-005 (2024)

Basis for Withholding Letter from Current and Former Employees of One

Public Body Asking Oversight Agency to Hold Vote of No Confidence ...................... 24-016 (2024)
Evidentiary Records Obtained During Investigation Not Exempt as Records

Relating to an AdJUudiCation ............cueiiiiiiiiie e 25-004 (2025)
Disclosure of Village Clerk’s Termination Letter ............coooiiiiiiiieiie e 25-016 (2025)

ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE AND WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE:

Disclosure of Invoices for Legal SErVIiCeS ..........cocuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 12-005 (2012)
Disclosure of Invoices for Legal SErvViCes ..........coouiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 14-002 (2014)
Disclosure of the Governor's CalENdar ..............ooiuiieiiiiie e e e e e e 15-008 (2015)
Disclosure of General Information Concerning

Outside Counsel Representing State AQENCIES.........coviiiiiieiiiiie e 15-010 (2015)
Disclosure of Information Related to State Employees Designated as Essential....................... 17-006 (2017)

Communications Attorney Provides to Client Containing

Legal Advice Protected by Attorney-Client Privilege ...........ccccoviiiiiiiii e 22-001 (2022)
Basis for Withholding Letter from Current and Former Employees of One

Public Body Asking Oversight Agency to Hold Vote of No Confidence ...................... 24-016 (2024)
Basis for Withholding Records Related to Settlement Agreement ...........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiinene 25-006 (2025)
Basis for Withholding Communication from Former Atorney ...........cccceviiieiiiiie e 25-008 (2025)
Basis for Withholding Police Officer Witness Questionnaires ...........cccccoecviiiiiie e 25-015 (2025)

CERTIFIED PAYROLL RECORDS:
Disclosure of Certified Payroll RECOIAS............ciiiuiiiiiiiie e 15-011 (2015)

Disclosure of Contractor's Employees' Names in Certified Payroll Records..........cccccooiiiee.n. 17-010 (2017)
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SUBJECT MATTER OPINION NUMBER (YEAR)

COLLECTIVE NEGOTIATING MATTERS:

Disclosure of Invoices for Legal SErviCeS .........cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e

COMMERCIAL PURPOSE:
Improper Treatment of a FOIA Request as Request for
Commercial Purpose and Improper Assessment of Fees ...........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies
COMPLETENESS OF RESPONSE:

Disclosure of All Non-Exempt Portions
Of REQUESEEA RECOITS ... e e a e

Duty to Furnish Non-Exempt Records and to Issue
a Written Denial For Any Records Not Provided...........ccooveiiiiiiiiiiiiecie e

Duty to Conduct Reasonable Search for Responsive
Records; Duty to Disclose Public RECOIAS ..o

Duty to Conduct a Reasonable Search for Responsive Records..........ccoocvvveviieeiiiee e

Disclosure of Records of the State Board of Professional Engineers
Related to Licensing INvVestigations ............coouiiiiiiiiiiiiii e

Home Rule Ordinance Does Not Supersede FOIA...........coooiiiie i

A FOIA Response Should Indicate Whether a Search Was Conducted
for Responsive Records for All Parts of a FOIA Request .........cccccoooovciviieeeeeeecciiieee..

Disclosure of General Information Concerning
Outside Counsel Representing State AgENCIes .........coovcviiiiiiiiiiiiieeer e

Duty to Conduct Reasonable Search for Responsive Records ............cccocueviiiiiiiiiieiiiiieeene
A Public Body Must Provide a Letter or Other Communication Notifying a
Requester of a Partial Denial and Explaining the Factual Basis for

Any Exemption under which Records Were Redacted............cccccoooiiiiiiiiiiiniiiee.

A Public Body's Response Must Include a Factual Basis Supporting Its
Claimed EXEMPLONS. ... e e e e e e e e e e enraa e e e e e e eennnnnes

Duty to Conduct Reasonable Search for Responsive Records..............ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiee.

Duty to Conduct Reasonable Search for Responsive Records...............cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiee.

CONFIDENTIALITY PROVISIONS:

Confidentiality Provisions in Settlement Agreements Are Inconsistent
with the Requirements of section 2.20 of FOIA and Unenforceable.................ccccccc....

Confidentiality Agreements that Allow a State Agency to Circumvent
the Public Policy Effectuated by FOIA are Unenforceable..............cccccoviiiiiiiiiiinnnnen.

Confidentiality Provision in a Settlement Agreement Did Not Authorize a
City to Withhold the AQreement............coooiiiiiiiiii e

14-002 (2014)

23-008 (2023)

12-009 (2012)

13-013 (2013)

14-007 (2014)

14-010 (2014)

15-001 (2015)

15-002 (2015)

15-004 (2015)

15-010 (2015)

16-006 (2016)

17-003 (2017)

17-006 (2017)
18-013 (2018)

24-014 (2024)

14-004 (2014)

14-005 (2014)

15-004 (2015)

Page 2



SUBJECT MATTER OPINION NUMBER (YEAR)

CONSTRUCTION-RELATED TECHNICAL DOCUMENTS:
Construction-Related Technical Documents for Projects Not Built with Public
Funds Are Exempt from Disclosure under Section 7(1)(K) ......ccccvvveeeeeiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeinns
COOPERATION WITH THE PUBLIC ACCESS COUNSELOR:
Production of Records to the Public AcCess COUNSEION...........coccueiiiiiiiiiiiiieieee e

Production of Records to the Public AcCess COUNSEION...........cuuuueeiiiiiiiiieeee e

COURT ORDERS:
Complaints for Search Warrants and Search Warrants Are Not Subject to Disclosure,
If the Court Includes Language in the Warrant that Specifically Prohibits
TREIF DISCIOSUIE......eeiiiiiiee ettt et
DEFINITIONS:
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DUTY TO RESPOND:
Under Section 3(d) of FOIA, Public Bodies Must Respond
to a Request for Records Within Five Business Days
After Receipt of the REQUESL...........oiiiiiiiie e
Duty to Respond to FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt
Duty to Respond to FOIA REQUESES.........oiiiiiiiiiiiiice ettt
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESTS..........uuiiiiieei ettt

Duty to Respond to FOIA REQUESES.........uiiiiiiiiiiiiice ettt

25-012 (2025)

12-007 (2012)

15-001 (2015)

16-009 (2016)

13-011 (2013)
14-002 (2014)
13-011 (2013)
12-006 (2012)
14-008 (2014)
17-011 (2017)
13-011 (2013)
13-011 (2013)
21-001 (2021)
11-006 (2011)
17-011 (2017)

17-011 (2017)

12-002 (2012)
13-001 (2013)
13-004 (2013)
13-005 (2013)

13-009 (2013)
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SUBJECT MATTER OPINION NUMBER (YEAR)

Duty to Furnish Non-Exempt Records and to Issue
a Written Denial For Any Records Not Provided..............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeieeeee e

Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESTS..........uuiiiiiieiiiceeee ettt
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESTS..........uuiiiiiee ittt
Duty to Respond to FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiieee ettt
Disclosure of the Governor's Calendar .............cocuiiiiiiiiiii e

Failure to Timely Respond to FOIA Request Precludes
Denial as Unduly BUFAENSOME .........uiiiiiiiiiiiieie e

Failure to Respond to FOIA Request; Extension
Of the ReSpONSE Period ...........oiiiiiiiiiiiie e e

Failure to Respond to FOIA REQUESES .......ccouiiiiiiiiiiiiee et
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiieiiiie ettt e e e e e e e e
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiieiiiie et e e seee e e e neeeeenee
Duty to Respond to FOIA Requests; Duty to Provide

Timely Notification of Extension for Responding

tO FOIA REQUESTS ...t
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES.........eieiiiiiieiiiee ettt e e e seeee e e eeeeeenee
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiieiiiee ettt e e see e e eeeeeeenee
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES........ueiiiiiiiieiiiie ettt e e e ee e anaeeeenee
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES..........ueiiiiiiei e
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES.........uiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES..........ueiiiiiie et e
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES..........uiiiiiieei et
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESTS..........uuiiiiiiei it
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESTS..........uuiiiiiie et
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESTS..........uuiiiiiieiieceeee et
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESTS..........uuiiiiiiei ittt
Duty to Respond to FOIA REQUESES.........uiiiiiiiiiiiice ettt
Duty to Respond to FOIA REQUESES.........ciiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt

Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESTS..........uuviiiiiiiiciieeiee et

13-013 (2013)
14-007 (2014)
14-011 (2014)
14-014 (2014)

15-008 (2015)

15-011 (2015)

15-012 (2015)
15-013 (2015)
16-001 (2016)

16-003 (2016)

16-004 (2016)
16-005 (2016)
16-010 (2016)
16-011 (2016)
17-002 (2017)
17-008 (2017)
17-009 (2017)
17-015 (2017)
18-003 (2018)
18-006 (2018)
18-011 (2018)
18-014 (2018)
18-017 (2018)
19-003 (2019)
19-006 (2019)
19-011 (2019)
20-002 (2020)
20-010 (2020)

21-008 (2021)
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SUBJECT MATTER OPINION NUMBER (YEAR)

Duty to Respond to FOIA REQUESES.........oiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt 22-014 (2022)
Duty to Respond to FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt 23-001 (2023)
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESTS..........uuiiiiiieiicciieiiee ettt 23-006 (2023)
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESTS..........uuiiiiieii ittt e 23-011 (2023)
Duty to Respond to FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiiiiitice ettt 23-012 (2023)
Duty to Respond to FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ittt 23-017 (2023)
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiieiiiie ettt e e e e e 24-002 (2024)
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiieiiiiie et e e e e e 24-004 (2024)
Duty to Respond to FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiiiiiiice ettt 24-009 (2024)
Duty to Respond to FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ittt 24-015 (2024)
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiieiiiie ettt e e e e e 25-003 (2025)
Duty to Respond t0 FOIA REQUESES.........eiiiiiiiieiiiie ettt e e e e e eneeeeenee 25-005 (2025)

ELECTRONIC FORMAT SPECIFIED BY THE REQUESTER:

Duty to Furnish Records in the Electronic Format Specified by the Requester if Feasible ........ 25-001 (2025)

EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC FUNDS:

Records Concerning the Design and Construction of Charter Schools Are
Public Records Subject to Disclosure under Section 2.5 of FOIA..........ccoceviiiieeens 13-012 (2013)

Disclosure of Settlement AGreemMENES .......coocuuiiiiiiiiiiii e 14-004 (2014)

The More Specific and More Recent Disclosure Requirements of Section 2.5 of FOIA
Control over the Provisions of Section 12(iii) of the lllinois Lottery Law....................... 14-005 (2014)

A Public Body Cannot Withhold Information Concerning Funds It Expends
or Receives from Its Agreements with Private Entities .............cccccoviiiini e, 15-002 (2015)

The Public Has a Right to Know the Purposes for which Public Funds
Are Expended, Including the Identity of Those Who Receive the

Funds and the Amount of Funds Received ..o 15-004 (2015)
Employment Agreements between Hospital Districts and Physicians Engaged to

Carry Out the Mission of the District Involve the Expenditure of Public Funds............ 15-006 (2015)
Lists Containing Only General Information Concerning Legal Representation of State

Agencies and Rates of Pay Are Subject to Disclosure under FOIA................ccuvneee... 15-010 (2015)
Disclosure of Public Employees' Compensation .............ccouiiiiiiiie i 16-012 (2016)

Financial Terms of Contracts, Billing Invoices, and Budget Documents Related
to a Public Body's Use of Public Funds Are Not Exempt from Disclosure
under Section 7(1)(g) Of FOIA ..o 17-003 (2017)

Disclosure of Public Employees' Compensation .............ccouiiiiiiiieiiiiee s 18-005 (2018)
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SUBJECT MATTER OPINION NUMBER (YEAR)

FEES:

No Authority for Public Body to Charge for Copies for Its Files ..........ccccoiiiiiiciiiiieeee 10-002 (2010)

A Public Body May Not Charge a Requester Fees for a Third Party Contractor
to Locate and Retrieve Public Records in a Non-Commercial Request....................... 13-018 (2013)

Improper Treatment of a FOIA Request as Request for
Commercial Purpose and Improper Assessment of Fees ...........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiines 23-008 (2023)

Improper Basis for Assessing Fees for Copies of Records
Maintained in an Electronic FOrmat .............ocoiiiiiiiii e 25-013 (2025)

Improper Basis for Assessing Fees for Copies of Video Footage
Maintained in an Electronic FOrmat ...........coocoiiiiiiiiiii e 25-014 (2025)

INFORMATION SPECIFICALLY PROHIBITED FROM DISCLOSURE:

Neither the Criminal Identification Act Nor the lllinois Uniform
Conviction Information Act Prohibits the Chicago
Police Department from Releasing Arrest ReCords ...........ooceveiiiieiiiiiie e 11-001 (2011)

Neither the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) Nor the
Regulations Adopted under FERPA Prohibit a State University from
Releasing Directory INfOrmation .............cooiiiiiiiiii e 12-003 (2012)

The Juvenile Court Act of 1987 Does Not Prohibit the Disclosure of
Investigatory Records Relating to the Death of a Minor ............ccccooiviiiiiiiienie e 12-012 (2012)

lllinois Supreme Court Rules Governing Discovery Do Not Restrict
Parties to Litigation from Accessing Records through FOIA...........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieees 13-017 (2013)

Section 12(iii) of the lllinois Lottery Law Does Not Prohibit the Disclosure of
the Financial Terms of a Contract with a State AGeNCy .........cocccvviiieiiiiee e, 14-005 (2014)

The Personnel Record Review Act Does Not Prohibit the Disclosure of
a Résumé and Job Application of a Public Employee ...........cccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee 14-015 (2014)

Neither Procedural Due Process Rights Nor Section 5(d) of the Professional
Engineering Practice Act of 1989 Prohibits the Disclosure of
Records of the State Board of Professional Engineers Related to
Licensing INVEStIGatioNS ..........cuuiiiiiiiiiiiie e 15-001 (2015)

Complaints for Search Warrants and Search Warrants are Not Subject to Disclosure,
if the Court Includes Language in the Warrant that Specifically Prohibits
TREIF DISCIOSUNE. ...ttt e e ettt e e e e e et e e e e e e annneeeeaaeeeaan 16-009 (2016)

The Personnel Record Review Act Does Not Prohibit the Disclosure of Information
Related to Public Employees’ Compensation ............cccuviiiieiiiiciiiieeee e 16-012 (2016)

The Juvenile Court Act of 1987 Does Not Prohibit Disclosure of
Records of Traffic Crashes Involving Minor Passengers ...........ccccccveeiiiiiiiiiiee e 18-016 (2018)

Disclosure of Officer-Worn Body Camera Footage under the
Law Enforcement Officer-Worn Body Camera Act ...........ooooviiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiieeecee e 19-001 (2019)

lllinois Supreme Court Rule 415(c) Does Not Provide Basis for Withholding
Police Report Narratives. .........c.eoi i 19-008 (2019)

The Police and Community Relations Improvement Act Does Not Prohibit
Disclosure of Body Camera Footage of Arrestee's Death .............ccoeceiiiiieieiiinenns 19-010 (2019)
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SUBJECT MATTER OPINION NUMBER (YEAR)

Disclosure of Applications for Adult Use Cultivation Center Licenses..........c.cocccveiviieeiiineeenne 20-003 (2020)

Juvenile Court Act of 1987 Does Not Prohibit Disclosure of Police Records
Where MIinoris @ VICHM . ....ccuuiiiiiic et a e 20-008 (2020)

Juvenile Court Act of 1987 Does Not Prohibit Disclosure of Police Records
Where MInNOr is @ VICHM ....cooiuiiiiiiiie et 21-002 (2021)

The Identities of Children Who Are Victims or Alleged Victims of Criminal
Sex Offenses are Exempt from Disclosure Pursuant to Section 7(1)(a) of

FOIA and the Privacy of Child Victims of Criminal Sexual Offenses Act ..................... 21-002 (2021)
Section 7.5(zz) of FOIA Exempts from Disclosure Information Identifying City

Employees in Bargaining Unit Positions Represented by Particular Union ................. 22-009 (2022)
Evidentiary and Discovery Rules Do Not Exempt from Disclosure Private

Attorney's Letter to Public Body on Behalf of Clients............ccociiiiiiiiee, 22-013 (2022)
Police Records Concerning Both a Juvenile Offender and an Adult Offender are

Exempt from Disclosure under the Juvenile Court Act of 1987 .........cccceiiiiiiiiiinnnns 23-010 (2023)
Basis for Withholding Records Related to the Resignation or Termination of a

Public Employee Pursuant to Section 9.2 of the lllinois Police Training Act................ 25-002 (2025)
Disclosure of Village Clerk’s Termination Letter (Personnel Record Review Act)...................... 25-016 (2025)

INSURANCE:
Under Section 2.20 of FOIA, Settlement Agreements Entered into by an
Intergovernmental Risk Management Association or Self-Insurance
Pool on behalf of a Public Body Are Subject to Disclosure............cccocceeeiiieiiiiiinens 11-004 (2011)
Nerve Conduction Velocity Test Results Obtained with Respect
to Workers' Compensation Claims Are not Exempt from Disclosure............cccceeneee. 11-005 (2011)

JAIL AND PRISON RECORDS:

Administrative Directives Located in Correctional Center Libraries Are
Exempt from Disclosure under Section 7(1)(e-5) of FOIA ... 14-013 (2014)

Records Directly Related to Providing Medical Care to Inmates in Possession

of Third Party Contracted to Provide Medical Care to Inmates are

Public Records of Illinois Department of Corrections. ..o 20-006 (2020)

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE ENFORCEMENT RECORDS:

Section 2.15 of FOIA Requires Disclosure of Arrest REPOS..........cocooviiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiecee e 11-001 (2011)
Disclosure of Records Pertaining to Arrests and Police Reports ...........cccceeeivciviiieee e, 12-006 (2012)
Section 7(1)(d)(i) of FOIA is Applicable to Records Only When the Recipient

of the FOIA Request Is or Will Be Conducting a Law Enforcement

Proceeding Related to the Subject of a Police Report ............ccoovveviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeees 13-017 (2013)

Disclosure of Records of the State Board of Professional Engineers
Related to Licensing INvestigations ............coocuiiiiiiiiiiiii e 15-001 (2015)
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SUBJECT MATTER OPINION NUMBER (YEAR)

Records Related to Specialized Investigative Techniques for Obtaining Information
Pertaining to Facebook, Yahoo, Skype, and Microsoft Are Subject to
Withholding, Routine Investigative Steps Are Subject to Disclosure ...........ccccceeeneneee.
Basis for Withholding Police Investigatory Records ...........ccccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiee e

Disclosure of 9-1-1 Call RECOIAINGS........c.uuuiiiieeiiiiieieee et e e e eas

Disclosure of Officer-Worn Body Camera Footage under the
Law Enforcement Officer-Worn Body Camera ACt ...........coociiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeceee e

Basis for Withholding Police Report Narratives ..o
Disclosure of Body Camera Footage of Arrestee's Death.............ccooooeriiiiiiiiciiieeeceeee

Disclosure of Police Dashboard Camera Video, Dispatch Audio,
ANd WIEEN CritIQUE ..ot

"Juvenile Law Enforcement Records" Do Not Include Records Identifying
A Juvenile @s @ VICHM .......oooii e s

Disclosure of Arrest Reports and Corresponding Police Records..........cccccocovvcviiieeieeccciiieeen.

Police Records Concerning Sexual Offenses Against Minors
Allegedly Perpetrated by AUILS..........coviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e

Basic Attendance Records of Police Officers Are Not Exempt Under
Either Section 7(1)(d)(vi) or Section 7(1)(v) of FOIA.........cooiiiiiiiee e

Disclosure of 911 RESPONSE TIMES ......cuuuiiiiiieii it e e e e e e e e ee s
Section 7(1)(d)(vii) of FOIA Requires Public Body to Prove
Investigation is Ongoing and that Disclosure of the

Information Would Obstruct the Investigation..............cccciiiiiiie

Police Records Concerning Both a Juvenile Offender and an Adult Offender are
Exempt from Disclosure under the Juvenile Court Act of 1987 .........cccviiviieiiiiiinens

Basis for Withholding Police Records Related to Death of Missing Person.............cccccoveveeenne

Public Body Must Prove How Disclosure of All Records Withheld Under Section 7(1)(d)(i)
of FOIA Would Interfere with a Pending Law Enforcement Investigation ....................

Basis for Withholding Letter from Current and Former Employees of One
Public Body Asking Oversight Agency to Hold Vote of No Confidence ......................

Basis for Withholding Records Related to the Resignation or Termination of a Public
Employee under Sections 7(1)(d)(i), 7(1)(d)(ii), and 7(1)(d)(iii) of FOIA ..........ccueeenne

Disclosure of Termination Letter Where Public Employee Charged with Official Misconduct....

NONRESPONSIVE INFORMATION:

Clearly Nonresponsive Information Need Not Be Disclosed...........c.ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e

PERSONAL INFORMATION:
P U1 o] o 13V =T oo 4 £

Disclosure Of Arrest REPOIS ........oiueiiiiiiie it e e anre e e

16-009 (2016)
17-001 (2017)

17-011 (2017)

19-001 (2019)
19-008 (2019)

19-010 (2019)

20-005 (2020)

20-008 (2020)

20-009 (2009)

21-002 (2021)

21-005 (2021)

21-012 (2021)

22-002 (2022)

23-010 (2023)

24-006 (2024)

24-011 (2024)

24-016 (2024)

25-002 (2025)

26-002 (2026)

12-009 (2012)

10-003 (2010)

11-001 (2011)
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SUBJECT MATTER OPINION NUMBER (YEAR)

Names of State University Students and Graduation Information

Are Not Exempt from DISCIOSUIE .........ccuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiec e 12-003 (2012)
Disclosure of Records Pertaining to Arrests and Police Reports ..........ccccceeeevvciviiiiei e, 12-006 (2012)
Disclosure of Investigatory Records Relating to the Death of a Minor.............ccccccevieeiiinineen.. 12-012 (2012)
Disclosure of Settlement AGreemMENES........coocuiiiiiiiiiiee e 14-004 (2014)
Disclosure of Résumé and Job Application of Public Employee...........cccocvviiiiiiiiiniieciiieece 14-015 (2014)
Disclosure of Records of the State Board of Professional Engineers

Related to Licensing INvestigations ............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 15-001 (2015)
Disclosure of Settlement AQreemMENES. .......coocuuiii i 15-004 (2015)
Disclosure of Public Employees' CoOmpensation .............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeniee e 15-006 (2015)
Disclosure of Surveillance Video Recordings Related to a Fatal Traffic Accident..................... 15-009 (2015)
Disclosure of Post-Mortem Photographs to the Executor

of the Decedent's EState..........ooovuiiiiiiie s 16-002 (2016)
Disclosure of E-Mails from Public Employees' Personal E-Mail

Accounts Pertaining to Transaction of Public BUSINESS............cccccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiice. 16-006 (2016)
Disclosure of Certain Information in a Criminal Complaint

Filed by @ Public Official ...........cooiie e 16-009 (2016)
Disclosure of Public Employees' Compensation.............cooiiiieiiiireiiiee e seee e 16-012 (2016)
Disclosure of Contractor's Employees' Names in Certified Payroll Records.............ccccoooieeennne 17-010 (2017)
Disclosure of Public Employees' COmMpPensation .............cooiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiee e 18-005 (2018)
Disclosure of Property INndex NUMDETS .........c..ooiiiiiiiii e 18-009 (2018)
Disclosure of General Allegations against Public Body Found

in a Settlement AQreemMENt ..........ooi i 18-010 (2018)
Disclosure of Complaints Against PUblic EMPIOYEES ...........c.coiiiiiiieiiieiiieceeeesee e 18-018 (2018)
Section 7(1)(c) Does Not Provide Basis for Withholding Police Report Narratives.................... 19-008 (2019)

Dates of Birth of Principal Officers and Board Members of Adult Use Cultivation
Centers Are Exempt Under Section 7(1)(C). -.uuueereeiiiiiiiiiiee e 20-003 (2020)

Police Records Concerning Alleged Sexual Offense Against a Minor
Which Did Not Result in an Arrest or Criminal Charges Are
Exempt Under SECHON 7(1)(C) ..cooourrriiieeee ettt e e e e e e nnaes 21-002 (2021)

Names Not Exempt as Personal Information Absent Private or
Confidential Circumstances that Outweigh Any Legitimate

Public Interest in DISCIOSUIE ...........uuviiiiiiiiiiiiie et e e e 21-007 (2021)
Names of City Employees Who Engaged in Misconduct Are

SUDJECE t0 DISCIOSUIE ......oeiiiiiiieiee et 21-010 (2021)
E-mail from Police Chief to Staff Concerning Policies, Procedure, and Employee

Conduct Is Not Exempt Under Section 7(1)(C)....ceeurrrrerriiiiiniiie e 22-004 (2022)
Disclosure of Complaints Alleging Public Employee Misconduct..........c.ccccveviiiiiiieeeniiieeee 22-005 (2022)
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SUBJECT MATTER OPINION NUMBER (YEAR)

Applications of Individuals Not Appointed to the Village Board of Trustees
Are Not Exempt from Disclosure Under Section 7(1)(C) ....cvvveeirireriieeeiniiee e

Police Reports Concerning Public Employee Arrested and Charged with
Crimes Against a Minor are Not Exempt from Disclosure
in their Entireties under the Personal Privacy Exemption..........ccccccoeiiiiiiiininnnnnnn.

Basis for Withholding Police Records Related to Death of Missing Person.............cccccoviveeenne

Basis for Withholding Letter from Current and Former Employees of One
Public Body Asking Oversight Agency to Hold Vote of No Confidence ......................

Records Relating to the Resignation or Termination of a
Government Employee are Subject to DiSCloSUre .........ccccooviiieiiieieiiie e

Basis for Withholding Police Officer Witness Questionnaires ............ccccccciiiiiiiiiiiiieniiciieen.

Disclosure of Village Clerk’s Termination Letter ...

PERSONNEL RECORDS:
Disclosure of Résumé and Job Application of Public EmpIOyee...........ccoocviviiiiiiiiiiieieiiieeee
Disclosure of Public Employees' Compensation .............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e
Disclosure of Public Employees' Compensation.............cooiiuiiiiiiiesiiee e
Duty to Disclose Employee Attendance ReCOrdS..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e

Basis for Withholding Records Related to the Resignation
or Termination of @ Public EMPIOYEE .........c.cooviiiiiiiiiii e

Records Relating to the Resignation or Termination of a
Government Employee are Subject to Disclosure ..........cccccooeiiiiiiieeiiiiiice e

Disclosure of Village Clerk’s Termination Letter ...

Disclosure of Termination Letter Where Public Employee Charged with Official Misconduct....

POSSESSION OF RESPONSIVE RECORDS:
Section 2.15 of FOIA Requires Disclosure of Arrest REPOItS............uuuvuiuiiiuiniuiiiiiiiniiininenenennennn

Electronic Records Relating to the Transaction of Public Business Are
"Public Records" Subject to Disclosure under Section 2(c) of FOIA
Notwithstanding that They Are Generated on Public Officials' Private
Equipment and/or Maintained on Personal Electronic Accounts .............cccccvveeeeeennnes

Disclosure of Student Test Scores under the lllinois School Student Records Act....................

Records in the Possession of the Governing Body of a
Charter School that Pertain to Public Business Are Public Records...........c.cccceuvnnne..

Public Records in the Possession of a Third Party Contractor Performing
a Governmental Function for a Public Body Are Public
Records of the PUDIIC BOAY .........coooiiiiiiiiiiie e

Records Documenting Public Funds Paid to Entities Pursuant to Contracts
for Performance of a Governmental Function Are Subject to Disclosure.....................

22-011 (2022)

23-009 (2023)

24-006 (2024)

24-016 (2024)

25-010 (2025)
25-015 (2025)

25-016 (2025)

14-015 (2014)
16-012 (2016)
18-005 (2018)

21-005 (2021)

25-002 (2025)

25-010 (2025)
25-016 (2025)

26-002 (2026)

11-001 (2011)

11-006 (2011)

12-014 (2012)

13-012 (2013)

13-018 (2013)

14-005 (2014)
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SUBJECT MATTER OPINION NUMBER (YEAR)

Duty to Disclose Public Records in the Possession of a Public Body .............cccooiiiiiiiiice.n.
Duty to Disclose Public Records in the Possession of a Public Body .............ccccovievieeiiiiinneen...

Duty to Respond to a FOIA Request for Records of a City
Appointed Board and Related to City-Owned Property ..........cccceeeeiviiiiieee e,

Obligation to Preserve Records After Receiving a FOIA Request ..........cccoocieeiiiiiiiiecciieeee
Records Directly Related to Providing Medical Care to Inmates in Possession

of Third Party Contracted to Provide Medical Care to Inmates are

Public Records of Illinois Department of Corrections..............cccovveeeieeiiiiiiiieece e
Applications of Individuals Not Appointed to the Village Board of Trustees

That Were Emailed to Village President's Village-Issued

E-mail Account are Public Records of Village...........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiieceeees

PRELIMINARY RECORDS (DELIBERATIVE PROCESS):

Production of Records to the Public Access COUNSEION............covveeeeeeieiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees

Statistical Data Is Not Exempt from Disclosure
under Section 7(1)(f) Of FOIA ... e

Factual Information Such as the Résumé and Job Application
of a Public Employee Is Not Exempt from Disclosure
under Section 7(1)(f) Of FOIA ...t e e

Disclosure of Records of the State Board of Professional Engineers
Related to Licensing INvestigations ...........c.oouiiiiiiiiiiiii e

Correspondence with Third Parties Who Represented Independent Interests
Is Not Part of a Public Body's Deliberative Process .........ccccoovieveiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeceiiee.

Disclosure of the Governor's CaleNdar .............coociieiiiiiieiie e e e e eaee
Disclosure of Training Materials ...........oooeueiiiiiiii e
Statistical Data Is Not Exempt from Disclosure under Section 7(1)(f) of FOIA...........ccccceevnneen.

Disclosure of Information Related to State Employees
Designated as ESSENtial ..........coooiuiiiiiiiiii e

Disclosure of Audio Recordings of Public Meetings Used to Create Minutes ..............c.ccc.c....

Disclosure of Information in Village President's Resignation Letter
Does Not Involve a Predecisional, Deliberative or Decision Making Process..............

Disclosure of Police Department's Extradition Calendar.............cccccoooiiiiieiiei e

Correspondence Shared with a Third Party Who Represents Independent
Interests Is Not Part of a Public Body’s Deliberative Process...........cccccceveeeveeiinnnen...

E-mail from Police Chief to Staff Concerning Policies, Procedure, and Employee
Conduct Is Not Exempt Under Section 7(1)(F) ....vveirrereiniiiieeeeeeee e

Complaints Alleging Public Employee Misconduct Are
Not Exempt Under Section 7(1)(F) ....veeeeeeiiiiie e

14-006 (2014)

15-014 (2015)

17-007 (2017)

19-013 (2019)

20-006 (2020)

22-011 (2022)

12-007 (2012)

13-015 (2013)

14-015 (2014)

15-001 (2015)

15-002 (2015)
15-008 (2015)
15-015 (2015)

17-005 (2017)

17-006 (2017)

17-012 (2017).

18-001 (2018)
19-005 (2019)

21-004 (2021)

22-004 (2022)

22-005 (2022)
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SUBJECT MATTER OPINION NUMBER (YEAR)

Applications of Individuals Not Appointed to the Village Board of Trustees

Are Not Exempt from Disclosure Under Section 7(1)(f).....cccceeeviiiiiieiiiniee e, 22-011 (2022)
Employee Survey Results Used in Connection with Preparing a Performance

Evaluation Are Exempt from Disclosure Pursuant to Section 7(1)(f) ......cccooeveeeiiiinnns 23-002 (2023)
Basis for Withholding Letter from Current and Former Employees of One

Public Body Asking Oversight Agency to Hold Vote of No Confidence ...................... 24-016 (2024)
Basis for Withholding Police Officer Witness Questionnaires ...........cccccveieviiiieiinieeeiieeeee 25-015 (2025)

PRIVATE INFORMATION:

Settlement AGrEEMENTS .......ooiiiiii et e et e e e e e e e enaeeeean 10-004 (2010)
Names of State University Students and Graduation Information

Are Not Exempt from DiSCIOSUIE ........ccueiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 12-003 (2012)
Disclosure of Investigatory Records Relating to the Death of a Minor.............cccccoovieiiinennne 12-012 (2012)
Disclosure of Photographs of a Former Auxiliary

(7Y 01U 4TS 4T 4 1 S SSEPRS 14-008 (2014)
Private Information in a Résumé and Job Application

of a Public Employee May Be Redacted ............ccccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiic e 14-015 (2014)
Disclosure of Records of the State Board of Professional Engineers

Related to Licensing INvestigations .........c.coociiiiiiiiii e 15-001 (2015)
Disclosure of Public Employees' CoOmMpensation ...........cccoocuiieiiiiieiiiee e 15-006 (2015)

Home Addresses, Personal Telephone Numbers, Facebook Account Identification
Numbers, Facebook Uniform Resource Locators (URLs), and Wire Transfer Tracking
Numbers are Private Information, Facebook and Skype Account Names

Do Not Constitute Private Information .............cccooiiiiiiiiiiii e 16-009 (2016)
Disclosure of Public Employees' Compensation ..o 16-012 (2016)
Disclosure of 9-1-1 Call RECOIAINGS.......cuueeiiiieee e e 17-011 (2017)
Disclosure of Names of Municipal Water Account Holders ..o 18-002 (2018)
Disclosure of Property INndex NUMDETS .........c.oiiiiiiiiii e 18-009 (2018)
Names of Persons Who Received Letters of Exception for

Residential Parking Are Not “Private Information” ............cccco i 21-007 (2021)
Names of City Employees Who Engaged in Misconduct Are

SUDJECE 10 DISCIOSUIE ...t e e e e et e e e e e e ennnes 21-010 (2021)
Home or Personal Telephone Numbers of Witnesses to Traffic Crashes............ccccccevveinnneen.n. 24-012 (2024)

Records Relating to the Resignation or Termination of a
Government Employee are Subject to Disclosure ...........cccccooeiiiiiiieciiicceeee e 25-010 (2025)

PROVISION OF RECORDS:

Duty of Public Body to FUrNISh COPIES ......coccuiiiiiiiiiiiie et 10-001 (2010)
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SUBJECT MATTER OPINION NUMBER (YEAR)

A Public Body's Offer to Allow the Inspection of Public Records
in Response to a Request for Copies Constitutes a
Violation of Section 3(b) Of FOIA ... 11-007 (2011)
Administrative Directives Located in Correctional Center Libraries Are
Exempt from Disclosure under Section 7(1)(e-5) of FOIA ... 14-013 (2014)
PUBLIC BODIES SUBJECT TO FOIA:

Judicial Inquiry Board is Not a "Public Body" to which

FOIA IS APPHCADIE ...t e 12-015 (2012)
Records in the Possession of the Governing Body of a Charter School

that Pertain to Public Business are Public Records...........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 13-012 (2013)
Hospital Districts Are Units of Local Government and Public Bodies under FOIA ..................... 15-006 (2015)

Duty to Respond to a FOIA Request for Records of a City Appointed
Board and Related to City-Owned Property...........ccccoviiiiiiiiieeiiiee e 17-007 (2017)

PUBLIC RECORDS:

A Home Rule Municipality May Not Adopt an Ordinance as an Exercise of its Home

Rule Powers that Exempts Certain Public Information from Disclosure ...................... 15-002 (2015)
Disclosure of Public Employees’ Compensation.............coouciiieiiiieiiiiee e 15-006 (2015)
The Governor's Calendar, Prepared by and Maintained by the Governor's Office

And Used for Public Business, Is a Public Record ............ccccoeviiiiiiiii e 15-008 (2015)
Duty to Disclose Public Records in the Possession of a Public Body ...........cccccceeviviiiiiiiiincnns 15-014 (2015)
Disclosure of E-Mails from Public Employees' Personal E-Mail Accounts

Pertaining to Transaction of Public BUSINESS............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiicc e 16-006 (2016)
Disclosure of Public Employees' Compensation..............oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 16-012 (2016)
Disclosure of Audio Recordings of Public Meetings Used to Create Minutes ................ccccccec... 17-012 (2017)
Purpose of FOIA Request Invalid Basis on Which to Withhold Public Records..........c...cccccc..... 17-014 (2017)
Disclosure of Names of Municipal Water Account Holders .............coooveviiiiiiiiiiieiiee e 18-002 (2018)
Recording of Discussion During Gathering of Public Officials is Public Record......................... 19-013 (2019)

E-mail from Police Chief to Staff Concerning Policies, Procedure,
and Employee Conduct Is @ Public RECOrd ............cooeeiiiiiiiiiiiee e 22-004 (2022)

Applications of Individuals Not Appointed to the Village Board of Trustees
That Were Emailed to Village President's Village-lssued
E-mail Account are Public Records of Village...........cccvvviiiiiiiiciiiiiieeecccieee e 22-011 (2022)

Disclosure of Video Footage of Public Building Interior Related to Investigation....................... 24-005 (2024)
RECEIPT OF REQUESTS:

Requests for Records May Properly Be Submitted
to a Public Body via Personal DeliVEIY ..........ccooiiiiiiiiee e e 12-004 (2012)
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SUBJECT MATTER OPINION NUMBER (YEAR)

RECURRENT REQUESTERS:

Classification as a "Recurrent Requester" under Section 2(g) of FOIA ... 12-001 (2012)

SCHOOL STUDENT RECORDS:

Disclosure of Student Test Scores under the lllinois School Student Records Act.................... 12-014 (2012)
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENTS:
SettlemMent AGrEEMENTS ........ooiiiiiii et e et e e s e e e e e e e et e e e s e e e nnneeeean 10-004 (2010)

Under Section 2.20 of FOIA, Settlement Agreements Entered into by an
Intergovernmental Risk Management Association or Self-Insurance Pool
on behalf of a Public Body Are Subject to Disclosure. Section 7(1)(s) Does Not

Exempt from Disclosure the Amount of Funds Expended to Settle a Claim................ 11-004 (2011)
Disclosure of Settlement AGreemMENES .........ccuiiiiiiiiiiiie e 14-004 (2014)
Disclosure of Settlement AGreemMENES ........cccuiiiiiiiiiiiee e 15-004 (2015)
Disclosure of General Allegations against Public Body Found

in @ Settlement AGreemMENt..........oooiiiii i 18-010 (2018)
Disclosure of Settlement AGreemENt .........ooociiiiiiiiii e 24-001 (2024)

TRADE SECRETS AND COMMERCIAL OR FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

Records Documenting Public Funds Paid to Entities Pursuant to Contracts
for Performance of a Governmental Function are Subject to Disclosure...................... 14-005 (2014)

Disclosure of Terms of Lease Agreements for the Rental of Public Property ............ccccocveeenee 14-016 (2014)

Negotiated Terms of Contracts with Public Bodies
Do Not Constitute Trade SECTetS.........coiiiiiiiiiiee e 15-002 (2015)

Financial Terms of Contracts, Billing Invoices, and Budget
Documents Related to a Public Body's Use of Public
Funds Are Not Exempt under Section 7(1)(g) of FOIA ... 17-003 (2017)

Third Party Cost Records Submitted to a City Related to a
City-Funded Redevelopment Project Are Not Exempt
from Disclosure under Section 7(1)(g) of FOIA. ... 18-004 (2018)

Financial Terms Related to a Public Body's Use of Public Funds
Are Not Exempt under Section 7(1)(g) of FOIA .........ooiiiiiiiiee e 18-008 (2018)

Reports of Manganese Throughputs Submitted to a City Public Health Department
Are Not Exempt From Disclosure under Section 7(1)(g) of FOIA ........ccceeiiiiiiininnenn. 19-007 (2019)

Public Body Failed to Prove Records of Third Party Contractor Providing
Medical Care to Inmates Were Trade Secrets or Commercial or
Financial Information Exempt from Disclosure under Section
A 1 ) e 5 2RSSO 20-006 (2020)

Non-Disclosure Agreement Concerning Planned Commercial

Development Project That Has Been Publicly Announced
Is Not Exempt under Section 7(1)(g) of FOIA ... 23-015 (2023)
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SUBJECT MATTER OPINION NUMBER (YEAR)

UNDULY BURDENSOME REQUESTS:

A Subsequent FOIA Request Cannot be Deemed "Unduly Burdensome"
Unless the Public Body has Either Previously Disclosed

the Requested Records or Properly Denied the Request................ccccee. 11-003 (2011)
Disclosure of Student Test Scores under

the lllinois School Student Records ACt...........ooouiiiiiiiieiiii e 12-014 (2012)
A Public Body That Fails to Respond Within the Requisite Period

May Not Treat Request as Unduly Burdensome ............cccoociiiiiiiiiiie e 14-007 (2014)
Repeat Requests under SECION 3(g) .. .uueeeeauerieiiiie e e e 14-010 (2014)
Disclosure of Terms of Lease Agreements for the Rental of Public Property ............ccccocveeenne 14-016 (2014)
Failure to Timely Respond to FOIA Request Precludes

Denial as Unduly BUrdENSOME .........ueiiiiiiiiiiiie et 15-011 (2015)
Improper Denial of a Request for Records as Unduly Burdensome ............ccceccceveviieeeniieeennne 16-008 (2016)'
Public Body's Burden when Denying a Request as

an Unduly Burdensome Repeated ReqUESt ...........cooeeiiiiiiiiiiiii i 18-007 (2018)
Improper Denial of a Request for Records as an Unduly

Burdensome Repeated REQUEST ..........occuiiiiiiiiiiii e 18-008 (2018)
Improper Denial of a Request for Records as Unduly Burdensome ............cccoccvveiiiieeeiinenenes 18-013 (2018)
Duty to Confer Before Denying Request as Unduly Burdensome.............ccccoeviieeeiieeennieeenne 21-001 (2021)
Improper Denial of a Request as Unduly Burdensome.............ccccooiiiiieiniiiee e 23-007 (2023)

UNWARRANTED INVASION OF PERSONAL PRIVACY:

F U (o] o153 VAN =T oo o - 10-003 (2010)
Section 2.15 of FOIA Requires Disclosure of Arrest RepOrts........cc.coovieeieiiiieeeiciiie e 11-001 (2011)
Disclosure of Certain Information in a Criminal Complaint

Filed by @ PUublic OffiGial ..........c.coiiiiiiiiiee e s 16-009 (2016)
Disclosure of Public Employees' Compensation .............coouuiiiiiieiiiiieeecie e 18-005 (2018)
Disclosure of Property INndex NUMDETS .........c.oiiiiiiiie e e 18-009 (2018)

Disclosure of General Allegations against Public Body Found in a Settlement Agreement....... 18-010 (2018)

E-mail from Police Chief to Staff Concerning Policies, Procedure, and Employee
Conduct Is Not Exempt Under Section 7(1)(C)....cveuarereiniiieiiiee e 22-004 (2022)

Disclosure of Complaints Alleging Public Employee Misconduct..............cccoeviiiiiinieciniiinene 22-005 (2022)
Police Reports Concerning Public Employee Arrested and Charged with

Crimes Against a Minor are Not Exempt from Disclosure
in their Entireties under the Personal Privacy Exemption .............cccoooiiiiinnee 23-009 (2023)

'The lllinois Appellate Court discusses binding opinion 16-008 in Balzer v. Northeast lllinois Regional Commuter Railroad
Corporation, 2026 IL App (1st) 232227, 1] 79-82 (2021).
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Basis for Withholding Letter from Current and Former Employees of One
Public Body Asking Oversight Agency to Hold Vote of No Confidence ...................... 24-016 (2024)

VALUABLE FORMULAE, COMPUTER GEOGRAPHIC SYSTEMS, DESIGNS, ETC.:

Disclosure of Terms of Lease Agreements for the Rental of Public Property .........c..cccoccuvveee... 14-016 (2014)

VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENTS, SECURITY MEASURES, & RESPONSE POLICIES/PLANS:

Disclosure of Number of Police Officers Assigned to DiStriCtS ...........cccceviiieiiiiie i 11-002 (2011)
Basic Attendance Records of Police Officers Are Not Exempt Under

Either Section 7(1)(d)(vi) or Section 7(1)(v) of FOIA.........coiiiiii e 21-005 (2021)
Disclosure of 911 ReSPONSE TIMES ....couuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt 21-012 (2021)
Meaning of “Security Measures” in Section 7(1)(v) of FOIA; Redaction of Addresses............... 24-008 (2024)
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